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pathological laboratory and outbuildings for agricultural, 
floricultural, horticultural and dairy purposes. 

Said Commission shall provide the land needed by pur¬ 
chase or otherwise. 

Sec. 2. The members of said Commission, before enter¬ 
ing upon the duties of their office, shall take and subscribe 
an oath or affirmation, before some competent authority, 
faithfully to discharge all the duties required of them by this 
act. They shall each be entitled to receive the necessary 
expenses incurred while discharging the duties assigned 
them. 

Sec. 3. When said Commission shall have selected a site 
and complied in all respects with the provisions of Section 
one (1) of this act, a report thereof shall be made in writing 
by said Commission to the Governor, who shall thereupon 
appoint seven managers, who shall approve of the plans 
and let the contract, and have charge of the erection of the 
buildings, as provided by law. Said managers shall be 
appointed and confirmed according to the laws governing 
the appointment of managers of other benevolent institutions 
of the State. Provided, that the said Commissioners and 
Managers shall not enter into any contract for the erection 
of said buildings until the money has been appropriated by 
the Legislature to pay for the same. 

Sec. 4. That there be and is hereby appropriated out of 
any money in the Treasury to the credit of the general 
revenue fund, not otherwise appropriated, the sum of ten 
thousand dollars for the expense of said Commission, and 
for the purpose of complying with the provisions of Section 1 
of this act. 

The accounts of expenditure, including the expense of 
the Commission, shall be audited and allowed by the Comp¬ 
troller of this State. 

Sec. 5. This act shall take effect immediately. 

REPORT OF THE N. Y. STATE COMMISSION IN 

LUNACY, 1891.—PRIVATE PATIENTS IN PUB¬ 
LIC ASYLUMS. 

The Commission make an extended statement in their 
report, justifying their former order excluding private pa¬ 
tients from the public State asylums. 

First they repeat the organic law of the State, which 
alone permits the reception of private patients. It is in 
substance as follows: 



200 


ASYLUM NOTES . 


The managers may, whenever there is a vacancy, author¬ 
ize the superintendent to admit, under special arrangement, 
such ^recent cases as may seek admission under peculiarly 
afflictive circumstances, or which in his opinion promise 
speedy recovery. 

Next, they call attention to the fact that practically all 
public insane must, by law, be taken to State asylums, and 
that all the insane now in poor-houses and county asylums 
must, as soon as room is furnished, be removed to State 
asylums. 

The public asylums, they say, are built alone for the 
benefit of public patients, and that they are not pauper, 
but mostly those who are self-sustaining until they 
become insane. They point out that many rich chronic 
patients are kept in State asylums and also are constantly 
received, while the poor-houses of the State still hold hun¬ 
dreds of insane that should be in State asylums, and also 
that the chronic poor patients have been in the past dis¬ 
charged sooner than they otherwise would have been, for 
want of room, and that chronic private patients paying high 
rates for board have been retained. They say that private 
patients occupy the best rooms, from one to three or four, 
while public patients are crowded into dormitories or attics 
or sleep upon beds upon the floor or are detained in the 
poor-houses. 

• In a word, they defend their order upon arguments which, 
if fully sustained by facts, prove the need of it, and it seems 
to be made and enforced without show of personal feeling. 
In order not to keep out persons of moderate means, they 
have given orders that patients unable to pay at private 
asylums not more than $10 a week may be admitted as 
private patients in State asylums, but only upon consent of 
the Commission in each case. 

It is but fair to say that views opposed to those of the 
Commission have been ably advanced, and that they come 
from quarters abundantly able, from knowledge of the needs 
of the insane in New York State, to command the highest 
respect. 


GHEEL. 

Can anything new be said of Gheel ? Certainly it can be 
told in a new way. Dr. George T. Tuttle, M.D., describes 
a two days’ visit to Gheel, in the u Twelfth Annual Report of 
the Massachusetts Board of Lunacy and Charity,” which is 
new in the thoroughness of observation, minuteness of de- 



